STUDY GUIDE & VOCABULARY

Unit 5:  Plate Tectonics
Text Readings: pp. 122-131, 132-135, 136-140, 141-149, 150-154
Be able to:

· Explain how geologists learn about Earth’s inner structures
· Identify the characteristics of Earth’s crust, mantle and core

· Explain how heat is transferred

· Identify what causes convection currents

· Describe convection currents in Earth’s mantle

· Explain Alfred Wegener’s hypothesis about the continents

· List the evidence used by Wegener to support his hypothesis

· List the evidence for sea-floor spreading

· Explain the process of sea-floor spreading

· Describe the process of subduction

· Explain the theory of plate tectonics

· Describe the three types of plate boundaries

· Explain and calculate distance/time/rate concepts

· Convert distance/time/rate concepts into a graphical format

· Correctly determine significant figures for calculations

· …PLUS any other key concepts discussed in class…

Vocabulary:

NB   Use your book, handout, notes, and other sources to complete and add to the provided vocabulary words.  Be sure to update with your own clarifying notes, definitions and examples.  The list below may not be comprehensive.
	Seismic waves
	

	Pressure
	

	Crust
	

	Basalt
	

	Granite
	

	Mantel
	

	Lithosphere

	

	Asthenosphere
	

	Outer core
	

	Inner core
	

	Radiation

	

	Conduction

	

	Convection

	

	Density

	

	Convection current
	

	Continental drift
	

	Pangaea
	

	Fossil
	

	Mid-ocean ridge
	

	Sonar
	

	Sea-floor spreading
	

	Deep-ocean trench
	

	Subduction
	

	Plate
	

	Scientific theory
	

	Plate tectonics
	

	Fault
	

	Divergent boundary
	

	Rift valley
	

	Convergent boundary
	

	Transform boundary
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