STUDY GUIDE & VOCABULARY

Unit 15:  The Atmosphere
Text Readings: pp. 510-515, 516-521, 522-527, 528-531
Be able to:

· Describe the composition of Earth’s atmosphere
· State how the atmosphere is important to living things

· Identify some properties of air

· Name instruments that are used to measure air pressure

· Explain how altitude affects air pressure and density

· Identify the four main layers of the atmosphere

· Describe the characteristics of each layer

· Identify the major sources of air pollution

· Identify what causes smog and acid rain

· Describe what can be done to improve air quality
· …PLUS any other key concepts discussed in class…

Vocabulary:

NB   Use your book, handout, notes, and other sources to complete and add to the provided vocabulary words.  Be sure to update with your own clarifying notes, definitions and examples.  The list below may not be comprehensive.
	Weather
	

	Atmosphere
	

	Ozone
	

	Water vapor
	

	Density
	

	Pressure
	

	Air pressure

	

	Barometer
	

	Mercury barometer
	

	Aneroid barometer
	

	Altitude
	

	Troposphere

	

	Stratosphere
	

	Mesosphere

	

	Thermosphere

	

	Ionosphere

	

	Exosphere
	

	Pollutants
	

	Photochemical smog
	

	Acid rain
	

	Aurora
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