STUDY GUIDE & VOCABULARY

Unit 10:  A Trip Through Geologic Time
Text Readings: pp. 308-316, 317-322, 323-326, 327-329, 330-333, 334-345
Be able to:

· Explain how fossils form
· Identify the different kinds of fossils

· Describe what fossils tell about organisms and environments of the past

· State the law of superposition

· Describe how geologists determine the relative age of rocks

· Explain how index fossils are useful to geologists

· Explain what happens during radioactive decay

· Describe what can be learned from radioactive dating

· Explain the different units of the geologic time scale

· State when Earth was formed

· Explain how Earth’s physical features developed during Precambrian Time

· Describe what early Precambrian organisms were like

· Describe the major events in the following eras:  Paleozoic, Mesozoic, Cenozoic

· …PLUS any other key concepts discussed in class…

Vocabulary:

NB   Use your book, handout, notes, and other sources to complete and add to the provided vocabulary words.  Be sure to update with your own clarifying notes, definitions and examples.  The list below may not be comprehensive.
	Fossil
	

	Sedimentary rock
	

	Mold
	

	Cast
	

	Petrified fossil
	

	Carbon film
	

	Trace fossil

	

	Paleontologist
	

	Scientific theory
	

	Evolution
	

	Extinct
	

	Relative age
	

	Absolute age
	

	Law of superposition
	

	Extrusion

	

	Intrusion

	

	Fault
	

	Unconformity
	

	Index fossil
	

	Atom
	

	Element
	

	Radioactive decay
	

	Half life
	

	Geologic time scale
	

	Era
	

	Period
	

	Comet
	

	Continental drift
	

	Invertebrate
	

	Vertebrate
	

	Amphibian
	

	Reptile
	

	Mass extinction
	

	mammal
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